[The construct of late schizophrenia: a misleading concept].
In the DSM-IV, late schizophrenia is defined by an onset over 40 or even 60 of age, delusional ideas, hallucinations, favorable response to treatment and a good outcome. The relevance of this construct is discussed with regard to the French psychiatric tradition in which the dissociative syndrome is central to the diagnosis of schizophrenia. The occurrence of psychotic symptoms in patients over 60 raises difficult diagnostic questions and is considered according to the potential consequences of the diagnosis of late schizophrenia.